Summer 2025 Funding Meeting Agenda
GSO Funding Committee
Teams Meeting
July 14, 2025 4:30 PM CST
Attendance:
· Clement T Okolo, President
· Elizabeth Boyd, Treasurer (CHEE)
· Traelyn Brasseaux, Secretary (CMIX)
· Nuzhat Tabassum (COMM)
· Precious E Batubo (GEOS)
· Yazdan Mahmoudi (ENGL)
· Mary F McMahon (CODI)
Meeting Start Time: 4:32 P.M.
New Business: 
· Review of Budget Spreadsheet
· Discussion of automatic rollover of ineligible applications to fall semester
· CODI Students that applied for Summer funding for a conference between semesters were not being considered until Fall semester. However, under Procedures for Requests for Funds bylaw 9, section B, part iii., any applicants that apply for an event between semesters may apply within either semester. In this case, these applications for the conference in Malta will be considered eligible for funding for the summer semester.
· Esau applied for funding during the summer but given that he graduated within the Spring and does not begin his new degree until Fall, he is ineligible for funding within the Summer semester.

· Review Funding Committee Responsibilities and Expectations
· The Funding Committee will work for new funding opportunities, new funding areas for the graduate students, and other opportunities to increase the revenue of GSO. – Bylaws
· Will be continuing forward with the idea of funding committees to allow for delegation of tasks and idea generation within the committee

· Review Roles and Responsibilities of Departmental Representatives
· Representatives are responsible for ensuring that applications from their departments are complete prior to submission. – Bylaws
· Reps should be reviewing applications for both completion and eligibility. I should not get a representative support letter for an incomplete or ineligible application. This includes applications submitted in the wrong semester. 
· Representatives should be familiar with application procedures in order to assist students in the application process and to ensure that submitted applications meet all of the listed requirements. – Bylaws
· Representatives are the “first line of defense” so that applicants are as informed as possible before the funding committee steps in

· Discussion of Proposed By-Law Changes
· Current - Section IV, Sub-Section 2A: Funding Outstanding Applications Using Supplemental Fund from the GSO Account:  
In the event the allocation for a given funding category is exhausted and money is available in the GSO account, the General Council may vote to withdraw no more than 50% of the semester’s encumbrance total from the GSO account to fund as many outstanding applications as the supplemental funding will allow. This vote can only take place once per semester and must occur during the second General Meeting. Subsequently, the withdrawal approved by the General Council can only take place once a semester, after the second General Meeting. 
· Proposed addition to end of by-law:  
In the event of withdrawal of supplemental funding from the GSO account, any unused funds remaining at the end of the semester must be returned to the GSO account and may not be reallocated to fund additional outstanding applications. 




· This proposal has been approved by the funding committee for discussion at the general meeting.

· Current - Section IV, Sub-Section 2B: Funding Outstanding Applications Using Supplemental Fund from the GSO Account:  
The supplemental fund will be divided into the allocation percentages as described in section VI. If at the third General Meeting, there are categories that have not exhausted the funds from the original encumbrance, the supplemental funding allocated to those categories must be used to fund outstanding applications of other categories that have exhausted both the original encumbrance allocation and supplemental allocation. Once the supplemental funding is exhausted for the semester, GSO will not be able to fund any additional outstanding applications and applicants will be notified accordingly.
· Proposed Change: 

The supplemental fund will be divided into the allocation percentages as described in section VI. If at the third General Meeting, there are categories that have not exhausted the funds from the original encumbrance, the supplemental funding allocated to those categories must be returned to the GSO account. Once the supplemental funding is exhausted for the semester, GSO will not be able to fund any additional outstanding applications and applicants will be notified accordingly.

· This proposal has been approved by the funding committee for discussion at the general meeting.

· Current - Section IV, Sub-Section 2C: Funding Outstanding Applications Using Supplemental Fund from the GSO Account:  

By the Third General Meeting, all unused supplemental funds (from the supplemental budget) from other categories will be rerouted to fund categories where there is a need based on a first come, first served basis.

· Proposed Change: 
Remove subsection C entirely as this has been covered in subsections A and B.

· This proposal has been approved by the funding committee for discussion at the general meeting.

· Current - Section IV, Sub-Section 1D-A: Funding Outstanding Applications Using Supplemental Fund from the GSO Account:  
Each semester the remaining funds from the programming budget must roll over into the budget for Travel with/without Academic Duties.
· Proposed Change: 

Each semester the remaining funds allocated to the programming budget from the original encumbrance must roll over into the budget for Travel with/without Academic Duties.

· This proposal has been approved by the funding committee for discussion at the general meeting.

Old Business: 
· Tier List Changes
· Should this be a priority? 
· If the funding committee can propose a new tier-list system before the 2nd general meeting, proceed with tier-list changes. If not, then we should focus on other things.
Other Funding Concerns/Questions:

Announcements: 
· Starting in the fall semester, documents that are not named using the naming conventions indicated on the funding application website and saved in pdf format will not be considered submitted. 
· The Funding Committee has moved to include this wording into the GSO Bylaws.
Adjournment: 
· Meeting End Time: 5:41 P.M.
