Fall 2025 Communications Third Meeting Minutes
GSO Communications Committee Meeting
Student Union – Pelican Room A (207 A)
February 03, 2026, 4:00 pm CST
Start Time: 4:04 pm
End Time: 4:35 pm
Attendance:
Ana Batista, Architecture
Clement Okolo, GSO President
Goodness Okhumode, Communication
Mahek Pathak, Communications Chair
Precious Batubo, Geology

1) Welcome new Communications Committee members – Ana and Goodness.
2) Discussed GSO’s Vision for Spring Semester – pushing GSO’s name out there
3) Review of Events from last semester and FA25 Communications Meeting-3
· Faculty Discussion Panel 
· On Finding Jobs in Academia – last semester
· Grant Applications – February or March
· A possible second session in April
· Stay Up & Write
· Dates – February 25, March 18, and April 15
· Collaboration with the Writing Lab – volunteer-based last time, but is solidified for tutors this semester onwards
· Open Floor – Suggestions: 
· Place printed Stay Up and Write posters with all 3 dates on departmental notice boards through the semester
· Include information about upcoming events in e-mails
4) Ongoing/Upcoming Events
· Graduate Student T-Shirt Design Contest
· Voting deadline – 6th February
· Update on purchase, along with sweatshirts with the old design
· Dept Rep Spotlight
· Need bio from at least two representatives before starting
5) Discussion on Hooding Ceremony or possible alternatives to celebrate doctoral graduates – need to reach out to students by word-of-mouth and through departmental associations of graduate students, write letters to Deans, to get maximum support from students
6) Planned Events for this semester
· Rep Social
· Discussion on possible dates – mid-February
· Venue – HLG-315
· Activities – Interactive games and food for Dept Reps
· Presenting/Public Speaking Mock Presentations
· Feedback from other students and professionals
· Especially thesis/dissertation mock defense
· Explain your research like I am five
· Discussion – may coincide with Dupre Library’s very similar Brown Bag event, should be looked into. If it is to take place, Mid-March or earlier would be a good time. Alternatives can be mock defense practices of a part of the thesis/dissertation, and feedback can focus on oratory skills, pacing, visuals used, and, depending on audience expertise, technical feedback can be given.
· Open floor – ideas for other events
· Collaboration possible with Grad School to resume one of its older events – Spill the Beans – an open dialogue with a couple of professors. Hear their story and ask questions as they “spill the beans” about how they got their start, why they love what they do, how they stay focused and inspired, and much more.
Other Updates and Reminders
· Interim President Dr. Ramesh Kolluru to attend one of our General Meetings this semester
· General Meeting this Friday, February 06.
· Submit GSO Dept Rep Spotlight form.

